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CALENDAR
February
14 Valentine's Day Celebration

NO ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL (Teacher Plan
Day)

Parent/Teacher
Conferences 4-7:00 p.m.
Ram Report Deadline
Parent/Teacher
Conferences 4-7:00 p.m.
PTA Board Meeting

6:30 p.m.

PLC Early-Release Day
(details below)

Rousseau Children’s
Museum Night 5-7:30 p.m.

EARLY-RELEASE DAY
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
-BUSES WILL RUN ACCORDINGLY-
Morning Kindergarten will be in session

From 9:00-11:14 AM

Afternoon Kindergarten will be in
session from 12:04-2:18 PM
Students in Grades 1-5 will be

dismissed at 2:18 PM

e

From the Principal’s Notepad

Dear Rousseau Families,

There is no more powerful combination than parents
and teachers working together to help a child succeed
in school. The cement of this relationship is effective communication.
Teachers realize that they cannot do the best possible

job of educating each child without the help of the child’s parents/guardians.
Parent-Teacher conferences are one way to enhance communication and offer
opportunities to strengthen cooperative efforts between parents, students,
and teachers. The parents/guardian can supply information about the child
that can be very useful to the teacher, while the teacher can offer
suggestions on how parents/guardians can help with the education process at
home.

Third quarter conferences at Rousseau School are scheduled for the evenings
of February 19" (4 - 7 p.m.) and February 21° (4 - 7 p.m.). We look forward
to this important opportunity to visit with you about your child’s progress.

Attendance Matters

Because we know that students who attend school regularly and on time
perform better in school, we continue to be diligent about improving the daily
attendance and tardy rate at Rousseau Elementary. For students absent from
school more than 5 days in a quarter, a letter of concern and a copy of the
attendance record will be sent to inform parents of the situation and offer
assistance. Letters are again sent when absences reach 10,15, or 20 days of
school. We certainly understand, however, that during the height of cold and
flu season students may miss school for more than a day or two and for their
health and the health of others they need to stay home. The letter is our way
of keeping you informed of your child's attendance record and is Lincoln Public
Schools district policy.

When students are tardy 5 times, a computer-generated letter is also sent to
parents. Many times, as a result of the letter, we learn that parents are
unaware that their child is not arriving to class on time. In that case, school
staff may then meet with the student and develop a plan for how to arrive in
their classroom on time. With each subsequent tardy, another letter is
generated. It is at this point that we will contact parents by phone to see if
there is anything else we can do to help. Itis our hope that by working
together we can help children develop habits of regular attendance and
punctuality.

Thank you for your continuing support. Our collective efforts and partnership
will contribute greatly to our mission at Rousseau School... LEARN, THINK,
AND LEAD with character.

Most Sincerely,
Sue Braun
Principal

http://rousseau@Ips.orq

1 402.436.1165



LEARN Academics

THINK Interdependently LEAD with Character

CASSIE HANSEN
15T GRADE TEACHER

My name is Cassie Hansen and 1
am a first grade teacher at
Rousseau. I recently graduated
from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln with
a degree in
Elementary
Education. 1
am very
excited to
begin my
teaching career at Rousseau. The
students, staff, and parents create
a wonderful learning community.

I grew up in Lincoln and attended
Beattie Elementary School, Irving
Middle School, and Southeast High
School. Sports have always been a
big part of my life. Growing up, |
participated in a variety of sports
including diving and tennis. 1 have
pursued my interest in sports
through coaching. During the
summer, I work at Yankee Hill
Country Club teaching swimming and
diving lessons. This winter 1 also
began coaching diving at Lincoln
Southeast High School.

The Rousseau staff and parents
have been very supportive. 1 am
looking forward to meeting more
Rousseau families as we begin the
second semester of school. Learning
everyday with my students has been
a great experience.

Is your child too sick to come to school?

Recently, this question has come up. It is difficult to answer,
except on a one on one basis, so here are some basic guidelines
to help determine if you should send your child to
«% school if they are not feeling the best:
/ > If achild has a fever greater than 100,
they need to stay home, and the LLCHD
recommends they are out of school until they are fever
free for 24 hours.

» It your child has vomited, you should wait 24 hours after
they have last vomited to return to school.

» 1T your child has diarrhea, do not send them if they have
had 4 or more diarrhea stools.

» 1T your child has a severe cough or cold that is
preventing them from participating in school or if they
are having difficulty controlling their secretions, keep
them home.

» 1T your child wakes up with a pink/red eye with matter in
it, keep them home and call your physician.

» 1T you have other questions/concerns, please feel free to
contact the health office at your school or your
physician.

» A community option is the St. Elizabeth's Telephone Line
to Care: 219-7000.

» LPS Health Services Exclusion Criteria:

Temp of >100.

Head lice.

Undiagnosed skin rash or lesion.

Inflamed red or draining eyes.

Vomiting and/or diarrhea.

Frequent, persistent cough

Earache or ear drainage

Sores that appear infected or draining
Questionable illness or injuries which may require
evaluation by a physician

O O 0O 0o o o o oo

As always, help your child maintain good health by being sure
they get an appropriate balance of activity, rest and sleep, a
healthy diet, plenty of water to drink, and encouraging hand
washing—still the easiest way to prevent the spread of germs.
Do not hesitate to contact the health office if you have any
guestions.

http://rousseau@Ips.org

2 402.436.1165
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Come one, come all,
Help us buy more
playground balls!

Brownie Troop #4 (3" grade) is
having a bake sale during Parent-
Teacher Conferences on Tuesday,
February 19" in the main
hallway. Your
overwhelming support
from our bake sale last
, year helped us buy
recess equipment such
as jump ropes and
playground balls for each grade
level.

Since we know now that Rousseau
families have a sweet tooth, we'll be
well-stocked with individually-
wrapped items (good for shacking
while waiting for your conference),
as well as breads, cookies, brownies,
and other desserts to take home.

So, come one, come all, and help us
buy more playground balls!

To Parents and Guardians of
Students Receiving L.P.S. Pupil
Transportation Service:

Due to the school cancellation on
February 6, 2008, the School Bus
Emergency Evacuation Drills
originally scheduled for February 6,
through February 8, 2008, have been

rescheduled to February 20-22,
2008.

ROUSSEAU

&

everychild. onevoice.

SAVE THE DATE
FUN NIGHT
APRIL 11, 2008

ROUSSEAU PTA SCHOLARSHIPS

The Rousseau PTA will be awarding two $300 scholarships to former
Rousseau students, who will graduate from a Lincoln high school in January or
June, 2008. One scholarship will be awarded based on financial need and the
other scholarship will be awarded for academic excellence. The recipients
must have attended Rousseau Elementary School for at least three years.

The scholarship may be used for any post high school professional training in
the United States. If you know of anyone wanting to fill out an application,
please have him or her check with his or her high school office to get an
application or stop by the Rousseau School Office. Interested applicants can
also download the application by going to the LPS Website, click on Rousseau
School, and then click on PTA link.

The deadline for receiving applications is April 11, 2008.
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Enter the “I love my school sweepstakes” and you could win 1,000
bonus Box Tops for Rousseau! Every day in February you can go to
www.boxtops4education.com and click on the promotions tab. “I love
my school sweepstakes” is right on top, just click on it. You will be
entered in the drawing for 1,000 bonus Box Tops for Rousseau! So go
on line and enter to help our school!

COOKIE DOUGH PICK-UP

OTIS SPUNKMEYER COOKIE DOUGH RE-ORDER
PICK-UP DATE WILL BE WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY
20™, FROM 3:30-6:00 P.M. IN THE MAIN
HALLWAY OF THE SCHOOL.

http://rousseau@Ips.org

3 402.436.1165
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ALL ROUSSEAU STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 2008!

To emphasize the importance of physical activity and
cardiorespiratory exercise for youth and to lend service to
our community, Rousseau students will “Jump Rope For
Heart” during physical education classes in February! This
event is sponsored by NAHPERD (Nebraska Association for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance) and the
American Heart Association, Nebraska Affiliate, and is a
perfect fit with the goals of physical education for children!

During P.E. classes February 19-28, we will jJump rope in its many varieties as we
focus on service to others (citizenship), celebrate American Heart Month, and
exercise our own hearts in this great cardiorespiratory endurance activity.

While participation in the donations and prize part of the Jump Rope For Heart is
optional, all students will receive an official donations envelope in the weeks
preceding the jump. They may then collect donations from people they know, jump
rope in their P.E. class and upon turning in their donations, they will receive prizes
from the Heart Association for their efforts.

Prizes include things such as a water bottle, jump rope, t-shirt, and other fun,
activity-type equipment! Students raising $150 or more will be entered in a
national student drawing for one of nine free trips for four to Walt Disney World
in Orlando, FL. Rousseau school will also be eligible for free equipment from
U.S. Games as a result of our participation. This year we received $200 from
U.S. Games as a result of our generosity to the heart association last year!

Wear your jumping clothes and be ready to exercise! As always, parents and
visitors are welcome to come to PE class and participate in our jumping activities or
just come to watch and encourage the jumpers! Please call Mrs. Peterson at school,
436-1165, with questions, or if you would be willing to assist with this event!

Wishing you good health,
Lana Peterson, Rousseau Physical Education Teacher
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