






Global Warming-------Are we there yet?    
                                           By Calvin Knapp 

                                 Third Grade Student 
 

 
 

Global warming is a phenomenon that leads to an unusual increase of the earth’s temperature. 
Since 1990 Global Warming has created an increase in the temperature of about 1.3 degrees Fahrenheit. 
My research shows that the main contributor to Global Warming is greenhouse gasses (methane, nitrous 
oxide, carbon dioxide and water vapor). A minor cause is UV radiation escaping through the thinning 
ozone layer.  

Greenhouse gasses are important though because, without them the earth would be a frozen 
wasteland. These gasses trap some of the heat from the sun that bounces off the earth’s surface. Ever since 
the Industrial Revolution, a very rapid increase in the earth’s temperature has occurred. This has been 
upsetting the natural balance by melting sea ice, icebergs, ice caps and glaciers. It has been driving 
walruses to the coast of Alaska, threatening polar bears and penguins to become extinct by ruining their 
habitats. Warming oceans are killing coral reefs. It has also been creating uneven rain distribution- droughts 
in Africa, severe floods in Asia and the US. The rains have come with heavy storms like hurricanes and 
typhoons.  

All this is because of a gush of greenhouse gasses triggered by the burning of fossil fuel. Fossil 
fuels are fossilized parts of an animal or plant, for ex. oil is fossilized sea creatures. Once they are gone 
they are gone for good. When we burn fossil fuel, it releases carbon dioxide, methane and sometimes 
nitrous oxide. Methane is also released when ruminants digest their food and from the manure as well.  
Growth in industrialization has caused more burning of fossil fuel resulting in an increase in greenhouse 
gasses and an increase in the earth’s temperature. 

Results of a survey done by me among students and staff at Rousseau Elementary School shows 
that 19 out of 20 people believe that Global Warming is here and it is because of us. I SHARE THEIR 
OPINION! Since this is only the beginning, I would say- let’s do something now, not when the effects 
become severe and irreversible. 
 
 
 
 
 










